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CNF Excellence in Nursing Award Nomination Form
Guidelines and Samples

When completing the nomination essay questions, please follow these general guidelines:

1. Avoid Using Personal Identifiers
« Do not mention the individual's name, workplace, or specific location.
« Refrain from using job titles that could single them out in a small
organization or specialized team.
* Stick to pronouns like "they," "them," or "this individual" to maintain anonymity.

2. Craft Authentic Responses
« Write in a clear, professional tone that reflects credibility and authenticity.
. Ensure your responses are aligned with the bulleted characteristics listed with
each question. Each bullet does not need to be answered.
*  We ask that all nominators prepare their submissions independently. Nominations
written by professional writers, paid consultants, or external committees will not
be accepted.

3. Focus on Skills and Achievements

« Highlight their professional qualities, accomplishments, and contributions without
referencing unique personal details.

4. Generalize Specific Situations
* Replace identifying scenarios (e.g., specific projects or patient cases) with general
examples (e.g., "led a successful initiative" instead of "implemented a new patient
care protocol at XYZ Hospital").

5. Keep it Relevant
* Tailor the content to the purpose of the recommendation (e.g., award nomination)
and align it with the criteria provided.

By adhering to these guidelines, you ensure the recommendation remains professional,
anonymous, and impactful.
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Clinical Practice RN: Exceptional Achievements in Nursing
1. How does this nurse exhibit excellence in nursing professional practice? (500 words)

+ Assessment of client specific data, diagnosis, and health needs
* Development of customized plan of care with the patient and family

* Implementation of nursing care using theory-based practice, scientific and
technical skill

« Evaluation of outcomes and proactive course correction as appropriate
* Health teaching provided to patient and family
* Transfer of knowledge and dynamic integration with others on care team

* Self-directed practice and advocacy for patient and family

| am honored to recommend this nurse for recognition of excellence in professional
nursing practice. They have demonstrated exceptional skill and dedication in meeting the
diverse and complex needs of their patients.

This nurse exhibits extraordinary ability in assessing client-specific data to identify accurate
diagnoses and health needs. Their sharp clinical acumen allows them to holistically evaluate
physical, emotional, and environmental factors that influence patient health. By engaging in
active listening and comprehensive assessments, they consistently create a foundation for
effective and personalized care planning.

Their commitment to developing customized care plans in collaboration with patients and
their families sets them apart. This nurse approaches everyone with respect and empathy,
ensuring that care plans reflect not only medical best practices but also the preferences and
cultural values of the patient and their loved ones. By fostering a collaborative environment,
they empower families to take an active role in the care process, promoting trust and shared
decision-making.
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Partial Application Example Continued

In implementing nursing care, this nurse integrates theory-based practice with scientific and
technical skill. They seamlessly combine evidence-based interventions with innovative
approaches tailored to the unique circumstances of each patient. Their technical proficiency
is matched by their ability to remain compassionate and patient- focused, even in high-
pressure situations.

The ability to evaluate outcomes and make proactive course corrections is a hallmark of their
practice. This nurse actively monitors progress, assesses potential barriers, and adapts
interventions as needed to achieve the best possible outcomes. Their resourcefulness and
flexibility in responding to evolving patient needs demonstrate their dedication to delivering
excellence in care. Health teaching is another area where this nurse excels. They skillfully
provide patients and families with education on managing conditions, understanding
treatments, and adopting healthier lifestyles. Their ability to simplify complex medical
concepts ensures that patients leave feeling informed, confident, and prepared to take
control of their health journey.

Equally impressive is their commitment to transferring knowledge and collaborating
dynamically with the broader care team. This nurse serves as a mentor to peers, readily
sharing expertise to foster a culture of continuous learning. They actively engage in
interdisciplinary care planning, ensuring that the collective efforts of the team align with the
patient’s goals. Finally, this nurse exemplifies self-directed practice and advocacy. They
continually seek opportunities for professional development, staying current with
advancements in nursing science. Their advocacy for patients and families is unwavering, as
they champion patient rights and strive to eliminate barriers to equitable, high-quality care.
In summary, this nurse embodies the core values of the profession through their dedication
to personalized, evidence-based care, collaboration, and advocacy. Their unwavering
commitment to excellence not only improves patient outcomes but also inspires those
around them to uphold the highest standards in nursing practice.
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